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The whereabouts of Modi’in, the village\town and burial-place of the Maccabean family,
is a subject that has intrigued scholars since the nineteenth century. According to I
Maccabees (13: 25-30) and Josephus (Jewish Antiquities 13: 211), the burial-place built
by Simon the Hasmonean at Modi’in was extremely elaborate and boasted seven
pyramids. The archbishop of Caesarea, Eusebius Pamphili (c. 260-339 CE) indicated that
the burial-place of the Maccabees was still to be seen in his day (Onomasticon 132:16),
and its position was also clearly marked on the well-known Madaba mosaic map (mid-
sixth century CE). In the twelfth century the Crusaders mistakenly identified it at the site
of Belmont, next to Kibbutz Tzoba of today, west of Jerusalem, and this confusion was
maintained until the nineteenth century by travelers to the region.

In the mid-nineteenth century numerous efforts were made by scholars to identify
Modi’in at Khirbet el-Midya in the northern Shephelah, but the famous “Tombs of the
Maccabees” that may be seen today are mainly of Byzantine date. During an
archaeological project conducted by S. Gibson and E. Lass in the area of the modern city
of Modi‘in from 1995 to 1999, a proposal was put forward to identify ancient Modi’in at
Horvat Titura (Khirbet el-Burj) as a result of the finds made there. More recently, Khirbet
Umm el-‘Umdan, which is the site of an Early-Roman period village, with a public
building (perhaps a synagogue), excavated by S. Wexler-Bdolah and A. Onn, has also
been proposed as the site of Modi’in. The present lecture deals with the history of the
exploration of these sites, and the strengths and weaknesses of the various identifications.
It is suggested that in order to identify Modi’in we should not just be looking for an
appropriate ancient settlement, but that investigating actual landscapes in the region

might also lead towards a solution in regard to the whereabouts of Modi’in.
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